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Australian Government

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

17 February 2005

Mr Tony Yacoub

President

World Lebanese Cultural Union
PO Box 86

TULLAMARINE VIC 3043

Dear Mr Yacoub

Thank you for your letter dated 27 January 2005 attaching a transcript of a speech given by
the Lebanese Consul General in Victoria, Mr Ghattas Hakim, published in the El-Telegraph
newspaper on 20 December 2004. I have been asked to reply on behalf of the Hon Alexander
Downer MP, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

We note the views of Mr Hakim, as expressed in the El Telegraph article, and thank you for
bringing it to our attention. The Australian Government attaches much importance to the free
flow of information, and recognises that it is an accepted function of diplomatic missions and
consular posts to issue public statements expressing the point of view of their government on
international questions. However, we expect that such statements will not be cast in terms
offensive to the Australian Government or other governments with which Australia enjoys
friendly relations. We also ask that statements avoid inaccuracies, provocative and abusive
language or content embarrassing to the Australian Government in other ways.

These provisions are set out clearly in the Government’s Protocol Guidelines, available at
www.dfat.gov.au/Protocol. We will raise the matter with the Lebanese Ambassador in
Australia and will ask that he draw the guidelines to the attention of Mr Hakim.

The Australian Government shares the commitment of Lebanese Australians to supporting
Lebanon’s sovereignty, independence and national unity. It is a matter of principle that the
Government fully supports the withdrawal of foreign troops from Lebanon.

The Government welcomed the passage of UN Security Council Resolution 1559. The
Australian Government shares the resolution’s declared support for free and fair elections in

R G Casey Building John McEwen Cres Barton 0221
Telephone:02 6261 1111 Facsimile:02 6261 3111



Lebanon, without foreign interference. Australia joins other friends of Lebanon to urge
respect for the Lebanese Constitution and Lebanon’s sovereign independence.

Australia’s principled support for UNSCR 1559 continues our long-standing commitment to
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Lebanon. Australia welcomed implementation of
UNSCR 425, which explicitly called for the withdrawal of foreign forces from Lebanon. We
continue to support the full implementation of UNSCR 520 noting ‘Lebanon’s determination
to ensure the withdrawal of all non-Lebanese forces from Lebanon’.

Thank you for bringing your views to the attention of the Government.

Yours sincerely
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Octavia Borthwick
Director

Middle East Section
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